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Welcome

he transformation of Dubai International (DXB) into one of the world’s

great air hubs over the last 60 years is a remarkable achievement that
is not only testament to the vision of the emirate’s leaders, but one that
also reflects the UAE’s pioneering role spearheading growth in the global
aviation industry.

Since its opening in September 1960, DXB has welcomed more than one
billion passengers from all four corners of the world - an incredible statistic
that reflects the UAE’s status as the region’s capital for transport, trade,
tourism and commerce.

In 2019, more than 86 million passengers passed through DXB, making it
the world’s busiest airport for international passenger traffic for the sixth
year in a row. Despite the significant challenges faced by the global aviation
sector in 2020 as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic, DXB has continued to
serve as a vital hub for cargo and international passenger flights.

With vaccines rolled out worldwide, DXB is ideally positioned to post strong
growth in 2021 as the world emerges from lockdown and the aviation
industry begins its recovery.

Today, DXB - alongside Emirates - is the jewel in the crown of Dubai’s
aviation sector, which employs more than 750,000 people in the emirate and
is a vital cog in the UAE’s highly diversified economy.

By 2030, Dubai’s aviation industry is expected to employ almost 1.2 million
people — 85.1% of Dubai’s forecast workforce at this time - and account for
44.4% of the emirate’s total economic output. Undoubtedly, DXB - alongside
Dubai World Central - will play a central role in driving this growth.

Here at the GCAA, we congratulate Dubai Airports on DXB’s success over the
last six decades and look forward to working with all stakeholders to promote
growth in the industry both at home and abroad in the coming years.

H.E. Abdulla Bin Touq
Minister of Economy and Chairman of the GCAA Board

AJWAA | ISSUE 17



Foreword

n this issue of AJWAA, we take a look into the future and identify the
key trends shaping the UAE’s aviation sector over the next 50 years.

In support of these efforts, the GCAA recently hosted a Youth Circle
in conjunction with Dubai Airports as part of the UAE government’s
landmark Designing the Next 50 Project, which forms part of the 2020:
towards the next 50 Agenda.

The virtual forum attracted young and aspiring aviation professionals
from the across the UAE, who were keen to learn more from the insights
shared by industry veterans covering topics ranging from aviation safety
to opportunities for young women to forge careers in the sector.

The event also showcased the UAE’s growing space industry, and its
plans to launch missions to the moon and, ultimately, Mars within the
next century.

Such grand ambitions highlight the UAE’s incredible pioneering spirit and

its efforts to lead the Arab World into a new era of scientific advancement
and technological innovation in the coming decades.

H.E. Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi

Director General of GCAA
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GCAA Recognises Contribution of
Female Emirati Aviators

Virtual symposium reflects on the achievements of women in the industry

o mark Emirati Women’s Day on 28 August, the UAE

General Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA) staged a
symposium recognising the achievements of women working
in the country’s civil aviation sector.

Staged under the patronage of HH Sheikha Fatima bint
Mubarak, President of the General Women’s Union, Chair of
the Supreme Council for Motherhood and Childhood, and
Supreme Chair of the Family Development Foundation, the
event attracted dignitaries and VIPs including HE Abdullah
bin Touq, Minister of Economy and Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the GCAA; First Lieutenant Pilot Sheikha
Mozah bint Marawan Al Maktoum; and HE Saif Mohammed
Al Suwaidi, Director General of the GCAA.

The virtual event hosted the official launch of Shehana, the
first association dedicated to women working in the industry,
which has been established by HH Sheikha Mozah bint
Marawan Al Maktoum.

The event also discussed a number of issues, including
the challenges resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic and
efforts to attract an even greater number of women to the
civil aviation sector.

HE Abdullah bin Touq emphasised efforts by the GCAA to
provide a supportive work environment for all of its female
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employees. He also praised the creation of Shehana and wished
Sheikha Mozah and all members of the association success in their
future endeavours.

Speaking during the event, Sheikha Mozah said: “As Emirati
women, we have always had the support and guidance from our wise
leadership, which does not hesitate to provide all the possibilities
and opportunities for women to participate in the development
process of the UAE. We invite every young woman who has a passion
for working in this sector to join Shehana.”

The symposium also hosted a number of dedicated panel sessions,
which attracted the involvement of female aviators and senior
government representatives, including HE Naema Al Sharhan,
Second Deputy of the Federal National Council; Dr. Nabila Al Awadi,
Head of the Aviation Medicine Department at the GCAA; Senior
Pilot Officer Hoda Al Muslimi from Etihad Airways; and Eng. Anam
Al Marzouki from the GCAA.

The symposium also included an inspiring one-on-one session with
Captain Aisha Al Hamli, the UAFE’s first female pilot and permanent
representative of the UAE to the Council of the International Civil
Aviation Organisation (ICAO).
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Air Arabia Abu Dhabi celebrates latest route launch

A ir Arabia Abu Dhabi, the joint venture
airline between the UAE’s national
airline Etihad Airways and Sharjah’s Air
Arabia, has celebrated the launch of its
first regular flights to Muscat in Oman.

The inaugural flight departed from
Abu Dhabi International Airport (AUH)
on November 16, landing 48 minutes later
in the Omani capital.

Air Arabia Abu Dhabi has confirmed
flights between the two destinations will
operate on Mondays and Fridays, with a
designated Airbus A320-200 departing
AUH at 6.40am and returning from
Muscat International Airport at 8.30am.

Customers can now book their direct
flights between Abu Dhabi and Muscat
by visiting Air Arabia’s website, by calling
the call centre or through travel agencies.
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Despite only launching operations on July 14 amid the Covid-19 global pandemic, Air
Arabia Abu Dhabi has successfully expanded its route network to seven countries, comp-
rising destinations in Egypt, Sudan, Uzbekistan, Nepal, Afghanistan, Bangladesh and
now Oman.

New MoU paves the

ubai’s Roads and Transport

Authority (RTA) has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
with the Dubai Air Navigation Services
(DANS), which could pave the way to
creating special air corridors designated
for use by autonomous aerial vehicles
in Dubai’s skies.

“The MoU aims to step up cooperation
in studying laws relating to autonomous
air vehicles, participate in specialist
workshops held by either party and

way for drone air corridors in Dubai

coordinate efforts in R&D and innovations in relevant fields,” explained Ahmed
Bahrozyan, CEO of Public Transport Agency and Head of the Autonomous Air Vehicle
Project Team, RTA.

“The MoU also calls for charting out air corridors for air vehicles and stepping up the
safety and security of aerial transport within the geographical perimeters of Dubai
through using advanced technologies,” he added.

Bahrozyan explained that the signing of the MoU forms part of the RTA’s efforts to
support the Dubai Self-Driving Transport Strategy, which aims to transform 25% of
total mobility trips in Dubai into autonomous trips by 2030.

“It also fits with our aim to enhance the integration of mass transit means and add
happiness to people through the deployment of smooth, fast and innovate transit
means,” he added.
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UAE Signs three New MOUs

UAE-Israel agreement paves way for future aviation deals

he UAE and Israel have announced an agreement on air
transport services, paving the way for an expansion of
routes and bilateral aviation investments in both countries.

The deal marks another historic moment in the normalisation
of relations between the two countries following the signing of
the Abraham Accords Peace Agreement in August.

Under the terms of the agreement, UAE airlines will operate 28
passenger flights per week to Tel Aviv, and unlimited flights to Eilat,
in addition to cargo flights. It was also agreed that no restrictions
will be placed on unscheduled flights between the two countries.

Etihad became the first GCC carrier to operate a commercial
passenger flight to and from Tel Aviv on 19 October. The airline
has confirmed it will launch daily flights to the destination on 28
March 2021, while Dubai-based Emirates first flight will land in
Tel Aviv sometime in January 2021. flydubai is the first airline to
launch direct flights to Israel.

The air services agreement was signed by UAE representative
HE Abdullah bin Touq Al Marri, Minister of Economy, Chairman

Etihad became the first GCC carrier to operate a
commercial passenger flight to and from Tel Aviv
on 19 October.

of the General Authority of Civil Aviation (GCAA) and Israeli
representative HE Israel Katz, Minister of Transport, during a
meeting at Ben Gurion International Airport in Tel Aviv.

During the meeting, the representatives discussed issues of
common interest in the civil aviation sector and future plans for
cooperation between the two countries.

Commenting on the meeting, HE Abdullah bin Touq Al-Marri
said: “The agreement is an important step on the road to positive
and constructive cooperation in the growing relations between
the two countries following the signing of the Abrahamic
Agreement for historic peace. The agreement will contribute to
consolidating aspects of joint cooperation in the civil aviation
sector, which is one of the most vital sectors in both countries.”

UAE signs air services agreement with Curacao

he UAE has signed a new air services agreement with the island nation of Curacao,

a constituent country of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

The agreement was signed on behalf of the UAE by HE Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi,
Director General of the GCAA and HE Lody Embrechts, Ambassador of the Kingdom

of the Netherlands to the United Arab Emirates.

Tt comes as part of the GCAA’s continued efforts to extend the UAE’s network of air

transport services agreements in the Caribbean region.

Over the past five years, the GCAA has signed similar agreements with Jamaica, the
Commonwealth of the Bahamas, Antigua and Barbuda, Republic of Haiti and Saint Lucia.
The new agreement will pave the way for regular flights between the UAE and Curacao.

UAE signs air transport services agreement with Kingdom of Tonga

] \‘b}‘-

he UAE General Civil Aviation

Authority (GCAA) has signed an air
transport services agreement with the
Pacific Island nation of Tonga, paving
the way for regular flights between the
two countries.

The agreement was signed by GCAA
Director General H.E. Saif Mohammed
Al Suwaidi and H.E Akau’ola, Tonga’s
Ambassador to the UAE, on 19 October
in Dubai.

The deal marks the 185th air transport
services agreement signed by the UAE

with international partners worldwide,
consolidating its reputation as the world’s
leading proponent of open skies policies.

Al Suwaidi stated that the GCAA is
dedicated to creating new opportunities
for expansion in support of UAE-based
airlines Etihad Airways, Emirates Airline,
Air Arabia, flydubai, Air Arabia Abu
Dhabi and WizzAir Abu Dhabi.

He added that their rapid growth
reflected the success of UAE’s civil
aviation sector and its impact on global
air connectivity.
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GCAA Youth Council’s virtual forums declared a success

he UAE General Civil Aviation Authority’s
(GCAA) Youth Council recently staged a virtual
forum for its young employees, where a number of
important topics were discussed.
The online event was staged as part of a broader
GCAA initiative entitled “Digital Sessions for Youth”.
The initiative aims to provide young employees
access to senior management officials and other
experts to gain from their knowledge and experi-
ence working in civil aviation.
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The sessions were moderated by members of
the Youth Counecil.

Working in collaboration with the Federal
Youth Authority, the Youth Council presented the
virtual workshop “Aircraft Safety and Inspection”
The discussion, which focused on all aspects of
aircraft safety under the umbrella of the Emirates
Youth Professional School initiative.

Other sessions focused on topics including
the challenges facing young Arabs and Africans
working in aviation, which was staged in
conjunction with the Young African Aviation
Professional Association (YAAPA); and the work
of the GCAA’s Air Accident Investigation Sector.

The initiative aims to provide
young employees access to
senior management officials and
other experts to gain from their
knowledge and experience working
in civil aviation.
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uropean plane-maker Airbus has revealed its first ground-
breaking Zero-emission commercial aircraft could enter
service by 2085.

The manufacturer is working on three concepts for the aircraft,
all codenamed “ZEROe” with each ranging in physical size and
passenger capacity.

The first is turbofan design (120-200 passengers) with a range
of 2,000+ nautical miles, capable of operating transcontinentally
and powered by a modified gas-turbine engine running on
hydrogen, rather than jet fuel, through combustion. The liquid
hydrogen will be stored and distributed via tanks located behind
the rear pressure bulkhead.

The second is a turboprop design (up to 100 passengers) using
a turboprop engine instead of a turbofan and also powered by
hydrogen combustion in modified gas-turbine engines, which

AJWAA | ISSUE18
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would be capable of traveling more than 1,000 nautical miles,
making it a perfect option for short-haul trips.




Wizz Air Abu Dhabi reveals first routes

Wizz Air Abu Dhabi, the UAE’s newest national airline, has
revealed its first international routes following the acquisition
of two new Airbus A321neo aircraft, equipped with Pratt & Whitney
PW1100G engines.

Both aircraft feature similar livery to the European Wizz Air
operation but with ‘Abu Dhabi’ lettering on their vertical fins.

The airline has confirmed it will commence flying to Yerevan,
Armenia; Lamaca, Cyprus; Alexandria, Egypt; Kutaisi, Georgia;
Athens, Greece; and Odessa, Ukraine, from its new hub at Abu
Dhabi International Airport in mid-December, pushing back its
original launch date of 1 October.

Tickets for each flight are currently on sale on wizzair.com
and the airline’s mobile app, with fares starting at AED 129. The
airline also recently launched its Arabic-language website and
mobile app in the Middle East.

Wizz Air Abu Dhabi is a joint-venture established between
ADQ, one of the region’s largest holding companies, and Wizz
Air Holdings Ple.

The airline has committed to implementing a range of enhanced
hygiene measures to ensure the health and safety of its passengers
and crew while the Covid-19 pandemic remains a threat.

Both cabin crew and passengers will be required to wear face
masks on all flights, with cabin crew also required to wear gloves.
All aircraft will also be disinfected and sterilised between flights.

. Wizzair.com

'l
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Etihad Airways
a big winner at
2020 Business

Traveller Awards

tihad has walked away with two

major prizes at this year’s prestigious
Business Traveller Awards, taking home
awards for ‘Best Economy Class’ and ‘Best
Frequent Flyer Programme’.

Last year, Etihad transformed its Eco-
nomy product and service by introducing
enhancements to the dining experience
and providing guests with greater control,
choice and value by personalising their
travel experiences.

The airline also introduced Etihad
Wellness, its innovative health and hygiene
programme, which commits to providing
travellers with peace of mind when flying
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Specially trained Wellness Ambassadors,
a first in the industry, offer reassurance
to customers by sharing advice on travel
wellbeing and details of the health and
sanitisation measures that have been
implemented throughout their journey.

Etihad Guest, the airline’s frequent
flyer programme, has also led the way
during the Covid-19 pandemic, offering

fresh incentives to members unable or unwilling to travel as a result of the virus. The
programme now offers added bonuses and flexibility, ensuring members’ Tier Status
remains on track, while also providing new ways to earn Tier Miles on the ground with
retail partners through their new mobile app.

Meanwhile, Etihad has announced a new organisational structure that it says will
position the airline “to deliver on its mandate in the wake of Covid-19 and meet the
challenges of the global downturn in aviation head on”.

The restructuring will see the airline continuing its transformation into a mid-
sized, full-service carrier concentrating on its fleet of widebody aircraft, with a
leaner, flatter and scaleable organisational structure, CEO of Etihad Aviation Group,
Tony Douglas, confirmed.

“After our best-ever Q1 performance, none of us could have predicted the challenges
thatlay ahead in the remainder of this year. 'm extremely proud of the way my leadership
team and the whole Etihad family have navigated the Covid-19 crisis so far, and I must
express my gratitude to each member of the team for continually proving our adaptability
to the most unexpected of circumstances.”

Emirates set trail IATA Covid-19 Travel Pass

mirates has partnered with IATA to become one of the first

airlines in the world to trial TATA Travel Pass — a mobile app to
help passengers manage their travel in line with any government
requirements for Covid-19 testing or vaccine information.

TATA Travel Pass will enable passengers to create a ‘digital
passport’ to verify their pre-travel test or vaccination meets the
requirements of the destination. They will also be able to share
the test and vaccination certificates with authorities and airlines
to facilitate travel.

Prior to a full roll out, Emirates will implement phase 1 in
Dubai for the validation of Covid-19 PCR tests before departure.
In this initial phase, expected to begin in April, Emirates
customers travelling from Dubai will be able to share their
Covid-19 test status directly with the airline through the app,
which will then auto-populate the details on the check-in system.

Meanwhile Emirates will resume non-stop services to US
destinations Seattle from 1 February, and Dallas and San
Francisco from 2 March, as it ramps up operations with a view
to spearheading the post-Covid-19 recovery.

The services take Emirates’ North American network to 10
destinations following the resumption of services to Boston,
Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, New York JFK, Toronto and
Washington DC.

Flights to San Francisco will operate four times weekly on
Emirates’ Boeing 777-800ER while flights to Seattle (operating
four times weekly) and Dallas (three times weekly) will be
operated with the airline’s two-class Boeing 777-200LR.
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Air Arabia relaunches flights to key destinations

harjah’s Air Arabia resumed flights from Ras Al Khaimah

International Airport to key destinations in Egypt and
Pakistan in October in addition to launching a new service to
the Bangladeshi capital, Dhaka, on October 16.

Air Arabia has introduced free Covid-19 cover across all its
flights. The cover is automatically included with bookings and
no additional documents are required from customers. It is valid
is for 81 days from the day of departure on the itinerary. It also
includes medical expenses and quarantine costs.

Since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, Air Arabia’s
customer journey has been upgraded to include safety measures
that are in line with the highest international measures. Air
Arabia’s entire fleet is fitted with HEPA cabin air filters, which
help to provide a safer and healthier environment for passengers.

In other news, Air Arabia’s Group Chief Executive Officer Adel
Al Ali has received the 2020 Laureate Award from Aviation
Week Network for Air Arabia’s ‘Airline Strategy.’

Commenting on the recognition, Adel Al Ali said: “This honour
is dedicated to everyone at Air Arabia and showcases how far the
company has come since we first introduced low-cost air travel to
the region. The recognition further inspires us to bring even more
innovative services to our customers while remaining committed
to adding exceptional value to their travel needs”.

On Adel Al Ali’s recognition, Aviation Week Network noted
that “under his leadership, Air Arabia has grown sustainably
and profitably for many years and is now looking at adding new
longer-haul markets and placing a large aircraft order to enlarge
its footprint”.

Flydubai named Best Low-cost Airline in the Middle East

D ubai-based low-cost carrier flydubai has been named
the Best Low-cost Airline in the Middle East at the
2020 Business Traveller Middle East Awards.

Voted by the public and readers of the respected
magazine, the recognition is tribute to flydubai’s efforts to
deliver convenient, safe and reliable travel services during
an unprecedented time for the aviation industry, explained
the airline’s CEO, Ghaith Al Ghaith.

“We are pleased to be named Best Low-cost airline
serving the Middle East for the fourth time in five years
by Business Traveller Middle East,” commented Al
Ghaith. “Tt demonstrates the hard work of the flydubai
team and is a recognition by our passengers of what we
have done during a challenging year for aviation.

“Working together, all stakeholders in the travel
industry have a role to play and we remain committed
to adding more flights and frequencies to our network to
enable more people to realise the opportunity to travel.”

flydubai continues to operate regular services to 40
destinations in Africa, Central Asia, Europe, Indian
Subcontinent and the Middle East.
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Years of Success

Dubai International Airport, one of the world’'s most important aviation hubs,
has marked its 60th anniversary in style
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“ DXB, which is at the centre of
Dubai’s proud aviation history, is testimony
to the fact that great things can be achieved

through vision, forward-thinking, innovation,
collaboration and hard work ’ ’

HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Chairman of Dubai
Airports, President of the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority and
Chairman and CEO of Emirates Group

“ Conservatively, we anticipate
accommodating 118 million passengers by
2023 at DXB, and 120 million passengers
upon completion of phase two of Dubai
World Central, and 200 million passengers
upon its completion, all in ultra-modern
infrastructures that match, if not surpass,

the best in the world ’ ’

Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi, Director General of the General Civil
Aviation Authority (GCAA)

From a single landing strip on the outskirts of Dubai to
one of the world’s largest and busiest airports, Dubai
International’s (DXB) development over the last six decades has
been nothing short of remarkable.

Since opening on 30 September 1960, DXB has served 1.115
billion passengers travelling on more than 7.47 million flights
connecting over 240 destinations in 95 countries around the globe.

Today, DXB helps spearhead the UAE’s aviation agenda, which
in itself is a cornerstone of the country’s long-term economic
diversification strategy.

HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Chairman of
Dubai Airports, President of the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority
and Chairman and CEO of Emirates Group, reflected on DXB’s
role in helping drive Dubai’s economic transformation over the
past 60 years.

“From the outset, DXB has been a catalyst for growth. Dubai
International was born from the vision of the late HH Sheikh
Rashid Bin Saeed Al Maktoum who understood the vast potential
of aviation and had the foresight to build the airport and promote
an Open Skies policy,” he said.

“That vision was carried forward strongly by HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, who effectively positioned
Dubai as a global aviation leader.

“DXB, which is at the centre of Dubai’s proud aviation industry,
is a testimony to the fact that great things can be achieved through
vision, forward-thinking, innovation, collaboration and hard
work. Over the next fifty years, we will continue to strengthen
our role in connecting the world and supporting the social and
economic development of Dubai.”
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Groundbreaking Achievements

DXB has marked a number of regional and world-firsts over the
course of its 60 years of operations. It was the first airport in the
Middle East to feature a gated terminal, along with the largest
Air Traffic Control (ATC) tower when Sheikh Rashid terminal
opened in 2000, and the first to launch e-gates in 2002.

In 2008, it opened Terminal 8, which is now recognised as the
largest airport terminal in the world, and three years later the
world’s first concourse purpose-built for the A380 (Concourse A).
It is home to Emirates, one of the world’s leading international
airlines, as well as Dubai Duty Free, which is recognised as the
largest duty-free retailer on the planet.

DXB became the world’s busiest international airport in 2014 —
a position it maintains to this day — and welcomed its billionth
passenger in December 2018.

“In Dubai, we continuously strive to be at the forefront of the
industry globally and to lead the way with unwavering ambition,
innovation and timely investment,” commented HH Sheikh
Ahmed. “Aviation, tourism and travel have been fundamental in
Dubai’s growth story.”
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Looking Forward

In line with the vision and strategy of UAE’s leaders,
Dubai Airports is not resting on its laurels and is focused
on furthering its progress for the next 50 years and
beyond. While the Covid-19 global pandemic has created
unprecedented challenges for the aviation industry in
2020, Paul Griffiths, CEO of Dubai Airports, said DXB
was ideally positioned to capitalise on the bounceback in
passenger traffic forecast for 2021.

“Each year brings new challenges and opportunities,”
he said. “Today, we are working our way through a crisis
and our recovery is well underway. DXB now serves 51%
of the destinations, in 77% of the countries, and 58% of
the airlines it did pre-Covid-19. We continue to advocate
for standard protocols around the world that are key to
safeguarding passengers’ wellbeing and accelerating the
recovery of international travel. The development of a
rapid Covid-19 test on departure is one such solution.

“While we are fully focused on managing our today,
we have strongly set our sights on consolidating our
leadership in the future. We are constantly exploring
new approaches and technologies that can help us
offer even more seamless, secure and rewarding travel
experiences,” he added.

Griffiths revealed Dubai Airports is actively pursuing
a number of initiatives to restore consumer confidence
and enhance the travel experience in a post-Covid world,
including airport interior design innovations, the use of
single ID biometrics to facilitate contact-less travel and
an e-commerce platform that will bring added choice
and convenience to travellers.

DXB IN NUMBERS

* The world’s busiest airport by international traffic, DXB’s achievements are testament to the visionary leadership of Dubai’s rulers,
who foresaw aviation as one of the emirate’s most important economic pillars.

* DXB welcomed 86.4 million passengers in 2019, making it the world’s busiest international air hub for the sixth consecutive year
and surpassing its closest rival London Heathrow by 6 million.

* India is consistently the top destination country for DXB by passenger numbers, with traffic for 2019 reaching 11.9 million, followed
by Saudi Arabia with 6.3 million customers, and the United Kingdom, which finished a close third with 6.2 million customers.

DXB 2019 milestones
o) . I . . > > .
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86,396,757 : 2,514,918 : 373,261 239 73.1 Million

total tonnes flight i passengers per flight bags processed at a delivery
passenger traffic : of cargo { movements : (+5.8% YoY) : success rate of 99.96%

Dubali's aviation industry in the year...

2020 {ﬁg\ $53.1 Billion or 37.5% of GDP @ 754,500 Jobs % 29.9% Dubat’s total workforce
................... QL8 -

| $88.1 Billion or 44.4% of GDP 1.19 Million Jobs 35.1% Dubai’s total workforce
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“We will continue to work with the sector to boost
consumer confidence and raise DXB’s capacity as traffic
grows,” he said. “While we can’t predict how long it will
take for the industry to fully recover, I am optimistic
that when the world will open up, the desire to travel
will be stronger than ever. Dubai Airports and the
entire aviation community here will be ready, just as we
have been in the past 60 years.”

DXB’s future is also closely aligned with the ongoing
expansion of Al Maktoum International - Dubai World
Central (DWC).

As Dubai’s second airport and future global hub,
DWC is currently served by more than a dozen
passenger carriers and 18 scheduled cargo operators
that fly to as many as 45 cities worldwide.

A major expansion of the airport was completed in
2018 that boosted capacity from 5 million passengers
per annum to 26.5 million.

DWC also forms the centrepiece of Dubai’s new AED17
billion Mohammed bin Rashid Aerospace Hub. The 6.7
sq km facility located in Dubai South will house dozens

e
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of private and public organisations covering aviation maintenance
and technical support, education, and research and development.

It will also house the E2 Event and Exhibition Centre, which
will become a dedicated exhibition zone and permanent home of
the Dubai Airshow and the Emirates Flight Academy.

“The aviation industry is one of the cornerstones of the UAE’s
economic development,” commented Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidji,
Director General of the General Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA).
“The national agenda for 2021 aims for the UAE to be the world
leader in terms of the quality of the air transport infrastructure.”

“Conservatively, we anticipate accommodating 118 million
passengers by 2023 at DXB, and 120 million passengers upon
completion of phase two of Dubai World Central, and 200
million passengers upon its completion, all in ultra-modern
infrastructures that match, if not surpass, the best in the world,”
Al Suwaidi concluded.

World Travel Awards

Best Airport - Middle East 2011
Skytrax World Airport Awards

Best Airport for Retail Environment 2018

Travel Retail Awards

Best Airport in the Middle East 2016
Gulf Business Awards

Asia Pacific Airport of the Year, 2016

Centre for Aviation (CAPA) Global Airport Leaders’ Forum
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1959

Construction of Dubai
Airport commences in an
expanse of desert 4km
from downtown Dubai.

o T

1960

The airport officially opens on
30 September. Featuring a sand
compacted runway and small
terminal building, it is capable
of accommodating aircraft up to
the size of a DC-3.

&%-

1965

The airport receives its first major
upgrades, with the opening of

an asphalt runway being the
main highlight, alongside the
refurbishment of several facilities.

——
+1983

Dubai Duty Free opens at
DXB. In its first year, it turns
over US$20 million. By 2019,
this figure would rise to an
incredible US$2.029 billion,
making it the world’s single
largest airport retailer.

—
1980

On 23 December, DXB

was declared an ordinary
member of the Airports
Council International (ACI).

1969

By the end of the ’60s,

Dubai International

(DXB) was served ‘P

by nine international
airlines flying to 20
destinations.

1970

This decade saw a number of
important developments at
DXB including the construction
of a new three-storey terminal
building, a new control tower
and taxiways, the addition

of new airfield lighting and
landing instruments, and the
extension of the main runway.

=

DXB — 60 Years of Success

Celebrating DXB's key milestones since its opening in 1960

o = ————

= NN TR s

1984 \\

DXB’s second runway officially
opens in April. The Category I
‘Prunway is equipped with the
latest meteorological, airfield
lighting and instrument
landing systems.

~
1985

Emirates Airline commences
operations from DXB. Over the course
of the next three decades, the airline
would grow to become one of the
world’s largest international carriers,
with a fleet of 270 aircraft.

s

Annual passenger numbers at DXB
increase to 4.3 million.

+ﬂ
2000
DXB’s US$545 million
Concourse C
opens, increasing
overall capacity
from 10 million to
23 million p.a.
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2010

Dubai Airports opens the first phase
of Dubai World Central (DWC) for
cargo operations in June.

20069_

DXB’s passenger throughput surpasses 40
million for the first time, making it the world’s
fastest growing airport. Construction of
Concourse A - the new facility designed to
support Emirates’ fast-growing fleet of

A380 super jumbos - commences.

20059-

The world’s largest single terminal,

DXB Terminal 3, welcomes its first flights.
The facility, which is dedicated solely

to Emirates, expands DXB’s capacity to
60 million passengers annually.

200%9-

Dubai Airports begins operations, following
a restructure of Dubai’s Department of Civil
Aviation, which also leads to the creation of
the Dubai Civil Aviation Authority.

_+

2003

DXB is named among the top
three fastest growing air hubs
worldwide, welcoming 18 million
passengers during 2003.

2013
Concourse A, the world’s largest
facility purpose built for the A380,
opens at DXB.

DWC welcomes its first
passengers on 27 October.

R
2016
DXB officially opens
Concourse D. Developed at a cost
of $1.2 billion, the cutting-edge
facility currently serves more than
60 international airlines operating
out of DXB’s Terminal 1.

+ ~

2019

DXB welcomes 86.4 million
passengers, making it the world’s
busiest airport for international
passenger traffic for the sixth
consecutive year. The air hub also
makes significant progress in its bid
to become one of the world’s first
carbon neutral airports, installing a
15,000-panel solar array powering
Terminal 2. The development sees
DXB receive Level 3 of ACI’s Airport
Carbon Accreditation Programme.

& |

_ P+

2014

DXB is officially named the world’s
number one airport for passenger
traffic, welcoming more than 74
million passengers for the first time.
Meanwhile, all cargo operations

are centralised at DWC, freeing up
valuable capacity for passenger
flights at DXB.

2018

DXB marks a major milestone,
welcoming its one billionth
international passenger. Meanwhile,
DWC opens its redeveloped terminal,
boosting capacity from 5 million to
26 million passengers annually.

2020
DXB celebrates its
60th Anniversary

D)

7960~ 2020
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TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

To the Moon and Beyond

The UAE has revealed its intention to become just the fourth nation
in history to land on the moon

In another groundbreaking development for the UAE’s burgeoning
space programme, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, has
official

Emirati- and Arab-led mission to e

7 launched the Emirates Lunar Mission programme, the first
cplore the moon.

The planned mission will involve the deployment of a Lunar
Rover, which is currently under development by Emirati engineers
working at the Mohammed bin Rashid Space Centre (MBRSC), to
the surface of the moon. The rover will be officially named Rashid,
in honour of the late Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum, builder
of modern Dubai.

“We chose to name the lunar rover ‘Rashid’, after the builder of the
modern renaissance of Dubai and one of the founders of the UAE,”
explained HH Sheikh Mohammed. “This project is the largest
national and humanitarian project in the region.”

AJWAA | ISSUE 17

The rover is set to be manufactured in 2022, while pre-
liminary trials of the prototype are expected to start in 2023.

The Emirates Lunar Mission forms part of MBRSC’s
recently launched 2021-2031 strategy and supports the
UAE’s efforts to enhance the region’s space industry and
shape its long-term development.

If the mission proves successful, the UAE will become
the first Arab country and just the fourth worldwide to
land on the lunar surface after the United States, Soviet
Union, and China. MBRSC will work with an unnamed
international partner to land the Rashid Lunar Rover on
the moon.

“By exploring the moon, we are drafting a new inspiring
chapter in the UAE’s growing list of achievements in space
and beyond,” commented HH Sheikh Mohammed.



By exploring the moon, we are drafting a new
inspiring chapter in the UAE's growing list of
achievements in space and beyond. , ’

HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai

“We have a large-scale space programme combined with an
unwavering will, strategic governance and an ambitious cadre
of scientists, researchers and engineers. The future awaiting us
is full of achievements and innovations. What lies ahead is even
more promising,” he added.

The Lunar Rover, which will be solar powered, will be equipped
with state-of-the-art technologies including a 3D camera and
advanced motion and communications systems. The Rover will
capture ultra-high-resolution images of the moon’s surface and
relay them back to mission control in Dubai. It will trial new
technologies in material science, robotics, mobility, navigation,
and communications, testing their resilience in the harsh
lunar environment.

While on the moon, the Rashid Lunar Rover will also carry outa
series of experiments designed to increase human understanding
of moon-plasma, photoelectrons and dust particles located over
the illuminated part of the lunar surface.

“The Emirates Lunar Mission is an embodiment of the spirit
of UAE’s innovation and scientific progress, in accordance with
the vision of its wise leadership that supports scientific ambition
and stimulates achievements,” commented Hamad Obaid Al
Mansoori, Chairman of MBRSC.

“As an ambitious country with a forward-looking vision and
outlook, we are constantly marching ahead. With this mission,
we are adding a new chapter in the history of lunar missions,
at a time when minds are racing to accomplish scientific
achievements that benefit humanity.”

The lunar mission will also act as a springboard for future UAE
space missions to planets including Mars. The UAE has already
stated its intention to send a manned mission to Mars in 2117.

- cEES

“The data procured from the Emirates Lunar Mission will create
a knowledge base that will help in building a research station
on the moon and answer questions related to the formation of
both the solar system and the planets in them,” explained Yousuf
Hamad AlShaibani, Director General of MBRSC.

“This will in turn put humans on the surface of the moon one
day. The presence of the UAE among the few nations worldwide
that have launched missions to space reiterates the fact that, in
the Arab world, we can usher in change and accomplishments
through sheer will and determination.”

Adnan AlRais, Mars 2117 Programme Director, added: “The
Emirates Lunar Mission paves the way for the realisation of the
Mars 2117 Programme’s strategy. The mission will provide us
with answers and data that define the course of our mission to
explore Mars and benefit humanity. We are aware that the project
launching today is not an easy one and involves many challenges,
but every risk to us is a learning opportunity. Developing local
knowledge through practical projects is very important to us,
because we are able to transform challenges to opportunities as
our leaders have taught us.”

ISSUE 17 | AJWAA
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NASA Trains Aspiring
Emirati Astronauts

UAE authorities sign landmark training agreement with US space agency

he UAE’s Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Centre (MBRSC)

and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) have signed an agreement that will see four Emirati
astronauts receive advanced training at NASA’s world-leading
facilities in the United States.

The customised training programme will prepare Emirati
astronauts for future planned missions to the moon as well as Mars.

Commenting on the agreement, Hamad Obaid Al Mansoori,
Chairman of MBRSC, said: “The global space sector is based on
international cooperation fostered by establishing alliances and
building bridges of knowledge with leading international space
organisations and agencies.

“The strategic partnership with NASA, a space pioneer for
more than 60 years, supports the strategy of the UAE’s National
Space Programme. Emirati astronauts will benefit from NASA’s
extensive infrastructure, experience and knowledge in spaceflight
development and operations.”

Emirati astronauts Hazzaa Al Mansoori and Sultan Al Neyadi,
who received training at the Yuri Gagarin Cosmonaut Training
Centre in Russia in preparation for their trip to the International
Space Station in 2019, recently entered the programme at NASAs
Johnson Space Centre, which is recognised as one of the world’s
largest centres for spaceflight training, research, and mission control.

66
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Emirati astronauts will
benefit from NASA's extensive
infrastructure, experience
and knowledge in

spaceflight development

and operations ’ ’

Hamad Obaid Al Mansoori,
Chairman, Mohammed Bin Rashid Space Centre (MBRSC)

Two further astronauts will be chosen from 61 shortlisted
candidates who have been handpicked from 4,305 applicants
who expressed interest in joining the programme.

The shortlist comprises of 41 men and 20 women from across
the UAE. The average age of the applicants is 28, with the
youngest candidate being 23 and the oldest 89.

According to MBRSC, the applicants have diverse educational
backgrounds, with three of them holding a PhD, while 12 have a
master’s degree.
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Each candidate was required to complete a number tasks
including an online aptitude test, as well as IQ, personality,
and technical assessments. The top 122 applicants were
subsequently interviewed virtually, bringing the shortlist down
to 61 candidates.

“We have reached an important stage in the programme’s
journey to select the second batch of Emirati astronauts, who
will participate in scientific missions in space,” commented
Yousuf Hamad Al Shaibani, Director General of MBRSC.

“Our capabilities in the space sector continue to grow at a
rapid pace, and the two new Emirati astronauts will add great
momentum to strengthening the ambition of the UAE’s space
exploration missions.”

The chosen astronauts will join NASA’s astronaut candidate
class of 2021, where they will receive advanced training
initially related to the International Space Station, including
simulated spacewalks and long duration stay, along with
training in major systems, robotics, extravehicular activity,
water and land survival, Russian language skills and
theoretical training.

“The UAE Astronaut Programme is moving steadily towards
achieving the goals of the UAE’s space sector and the vision of the
wise leadership,” commented Al Shaibani.

“Ourambitiontostrengthenthe UAE’s position among
leading countries in the space sector is the foundation
under which the programme was established.
Building on our strategy in the space sector and solid
foundations, our goal now is to continue to focus on
developing a national cadre of astronauts capable
of achieving the nation’s ambitions in this field at
the highest international levels and support future
space exploration missions.”
Commenting on the growing relationship
between the UAE and US space
agencies, James W Morhard, Deputy
Administrator of NASA said: “The
USA and the UAE enjoy a strong
relationship in the space sector,
and we are excited to extend that
relationship with this agreement.
The UAE has made extraordinary
progress in the space arena in
a short amount of time with the
successful launch of the Hope Mars
probe, the region’s first interplanetary
spacecraft, the latest example of the
country’s ambitious space programme.”
“This agreement to train Emirati
astronauts will pave the way for even closer
relations between our two nations creating
new opportunities for the UAE to become
involved in the International Space Station,
Artemis, and other NASA activities.”

The UAE Astronaut Programme is an
integral part of the Telecommunications
Regulatory Authority’s (TRA) ICT
Fund, which aims to support research
and development in the ICT sector in

the UAE.
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TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

UAE's MeznSat blasts into Orbit

Nanosatellite lifts off from the Plesetsk Cosmodrome in Russia

Acutting-edge satellite, which will study greenhouse gas
concentrations and other environmental and man-made
phenomena impacting the UAE’s atmosphere, has successfully
entered orbit around the earth.

MeznSat, which is the result of a collaboration between the
UAE Space Agency, American University of Ras Al Khaimah
(AURAK) and Khalifa University (KU), weighs just 2.7kg and
measures 30cm at its longest point. It will orbit the earth 565km
above sea level on a mission expected to last three years.

MeznSat will study and detect carbon dioxide and methane
emissions, using a shortwave infrared spectrometer. It will also
monitor the occurrence of red tide algae in the Arabian Gulf, which
has a negative impact on coastal communities and industries.
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Ultimately, using the satellite data, scientists will be able to predict
where algae blooms are likely to occur and initiate precautionary
measures designed to protect local populations and the economy.

AURAK students were responsible for designing and manu-
facturing the satellite and all of its components, including its
ultra-high-resolution camera and receiving station.

A team of KU postgraduate students and AURAK under-
graduate students will also analyse the resulting data, which
will be sent to the ground station at KU’s Yahsat laboratory and
the supporting ground station at AURAK.

The MeznSat project is designed to foster the skills necessary
for the UAE’s ambitious National Space Programme, which
includes future planned missions to the moon and Mars.

MeznSat is the tenth satellite launched by the UAE government
in support of national scientific research activities.

“The wise leadership of the UAE has placed the nation’s space
programme at the forefront of its vision for the future and this
launch marks another achievement in this field,” commented
Professor Hassan Hamdan Al Alkim, President of AURAK.

“The MeznSat launch is a great achievement for the American
University of Ras Al Khaimah and I am
extremely proud of the dedication, effort
and skill shown by the students. This
moment is the culmination of three
years of hard work and it shows the
capability and professionalism
of our students.”
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Primed for Tae Off

The General Civil Aviation Authority (GCAA) recently partnered
with Dubai Airports and young Emiratis to map the future of the UAE
aviation sector over the next 50 years

he GCAA, Dubai Airports and a select group of young

Emiratis recently met to discuss the challenges and
opportunities facing the UAE’s booming aviation sector over the
next half a century.

Officially conducted as a Youth Circle, the forum was just one
of a number of landmark events staged as part of the Designing
the Next 50 Project, which is a key element of the ‘2020: towards
the next 50 Agenda’ recently launched by HH Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and HH Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the Armed Forces.

Discussing the Designing the Next 50 Project, HH Sheikh
Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, President of the Dubai Civil
Aviation Authority, Chairman of Dubai Airports, and Chairman
and CEO of Emirates Group, said the initiative laid a platform for
individuals and organisations to develop a common vision for the
future of the UAE.

66

The glorious history of
Dubai'’s aviation sector
is a testament to the
UAE's culture of thinking
big and planning for

the future ’ ’

HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, President of DCAA,
Chairman of Dubai Airports, and Chairman and CEO of
Emirates Group




“As part of the sector’s contribution to the project, we are
working to create avenues for strategic partners, experts from
different fields, representatives of key business segments as well
as the youth of the country to share their aspirations and ideas
for charting the course for the aviation sector for the next five
decades,” commented HH Sheikh Ahmed.

“The glorious history of Dubai’s aviation sector is a testament to
the UAE’ culture of thinking big and planning for the future. It
was with this approach that we began our journey in aviation, and
over the past several decades invested billions of dollars to create
what has come to be recognised globally as the most advanced
infrastructure and a celebrated aviation model.

“Persisting with our forward-thinking approach, we will
continue to explore every idea and possibility to improve what we
have built, further enhance our facilities and services, and strive
to revolutionise the very future of air travel in the years to come,”
he added.

Aviation is recognised as one of the key pillars of the UAE’s
economy, and one of its fastest-growing sectors. It holds great
long-term growth potential in further shaping the UAE’s
economic diversification strategy.

Designing the Next 50 aims to drive the next phase of
development of the UAE’s most important economic sectors.

In November, more than 1,000 UAE ministers and senior
federal and local government officials held 11 consultative

meetings to lay out the path for economic development for the
next 50 years.

The meetings were in implementation of directives given by
HH Sheikh Mohammed and were designed to strengthen
government integration to chart the UAE’s future development.

Discussions focused on key goals including stimulating
entrepreneurship, increasing the volume of international trade,
attracting foreign investment, nurturing Emirati talent and
boosting public-private partnerships.

Commenting on the agenda, Abdullah bin Touq Al Marri,
Cabinet Member and Minister of Economy, said: “The preparations
for the next-50-years plan reflect the importance of constant work
to enhance the state’s readiness and move towards creating a better
future for the next generations.”

Advanced aeronautical engineering and space exploration are
other key areas earmarked for future investment in the UAE.

Discussing the country’s fast-growing space industry, Sarah
bint Yousif Al Amiri, Minister of State for Advanced Sciences,
who chairs the UAE Space Agency, said: “The space sector is
possible as the head of the future economy, and we will work
with an integrated vision to achieve the aspirations of the wise
leadership, noting that the next stage will witness doubling the
work to achieve the UAE’s vision of pioneering the space sector by
qualifying a specialised generation capable of contributing to the
growth of the space sector.”
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Global Aviation Industry
‘Needs Fresh Support’

ACI World and IATA call on governments around the world to aid
Covid-impacted aviation sector

irportsCouncilInternational(ACT)WorldandtheInternational

Air Transport Association (IATA) have reiterated their
call for governments worldwide to step up their financial
support for the ailing aviation sector, while adopting innovative
approaches designed to reopen international borders closed by
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The two industry bodies have demanded governments to
adopt rapid testing as a means to safely re-open borders and re-
establish global connectivity, while also providing grants and
other non-debt generating financial support to stricken airlines
and airport operators.

According to the partners, the dual measures would protect
countries from the importation of Covid-19 cases, avert an
employment crisis in the travel and tourism sector, and ensure
that critical aviation structure remains viable and continues to
underpin the global economy.
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The Covid-19 pandemic
remains an existential crisis
and airports, airlines and
their commercial partners
need direct and swift financial
assistance to protect essential

operations and jobs , ’
Luis Felipe de Oliveira, Director General, ACl World

They cited research published by the Air Transport Action
Group (ATAG), which estimates 46 million jobs are at risk
worldwide because of the loss of connectivity caused by the
Covid-19 crisis.

The vast majority of these (41.2 million jobs) are in the travel
and tourism sector which relies on aviation. The remainder (4.8
million jobs) are spread across direct employment in aviation,
including airports and airlines.

Furthermore, ACI World estimates the airport industry will
suffer a 60% reduction in revenues, with losses amounting to
$104..5 billion, while IATA estimates airline revenues will be down
at least 50% ($419 billion compared to $838 billion in 2019).

.1.-.- i

Safely re-opening borders without quarantine by using a
coordinated approach to testing would boost the entire economy
and be a revenue lifeline for airlines and airports, the partners say.

ACIWorld and TATA have called on the ICAO Council Aviation
Recovery Task Force to provide an internationally agreed
and recognised approach to testing that can be adopted at a
national level.

“The Covid-19 pandemic remains an existential crisis and
airports, airlines and their commercial partners need direct and
swift financial assistance to protect essential operations and jobs,”
commented ACI World Director General Luis Felipe de Oliveira.

“But such assistance is only one piece of the puzzle as the
industry restarts and prepares to sustain continuing operations
focused on the health and welfare of travellers, staff, and
the public. ACI and IATA are aligned in calling for urgent
government action to introduce widespread and coordinated

testing of passengers to enable quarantine requirements to be
removed. Without this action, it is not an exaggeration that the
industry is facing collapse.”

In a statement on the matter, ACI World and TATA cited World
Health Organisation (WHO) International Health Regulations,
which state that costs related to public health measures aimed
at mitigating the spread of communicable diseases, including
the introduction of a coordinated approach to testing, should be
borne by national governments.

Discussing the spiralling impact of border closures on the global
aviation industry, Alexandre de Juniac, IATAs Director General
and CEO, said: “We need action quickly. Large parts of the global
air network have been severely ruptured for well over a half year.
Job losses—inside and outside the industry—mount with each day
that borders are closed. And with each job lost the recovery and
impact on the broader economy becomes even more difficult.

“Momentum 1is building in support of testing to re-open
borders. It’s the top operational priority. And to make sure that
we have a viable aviation sector at the end of this crisis a second
round of financial relief is unavoidable.”

The TATA boss was adamant that governments should also boost
their financial aid packages for the aviation industry, which has
been severely impacted by the pandemic-led economic downturn.

“Most government aid packages were put together assuming that
the industry would be in recovery by now. The recovery has not
happened. And airlines will struggle to make it through the normally
weak northern hemisphere winter season. So, we have renewed our
call for financial support. And it is urgent,” said de Juniac.

“Airlines continue to burn through cash and that is expected
to persist into next year. Without a second tranche of financial
aid, many airlines will not make it through the winter. Ramping
up the industry when the recovery happens will be challenging
enough. If airlines need to be resurrected from bankruptcy,
the pain of the economic recovery will be extended with severe
consequences for employment in the sector and beyond.”
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Taking Flight

Women in Aviation Association — (Shehana) — aims to nurture
the next-generation of female Emirati aviators, says its founder,
HH Sheikha Mozah bint Marwan Al Maktoum

Recognised as a trailblazer for women aspiring to work in the UAE
aviation sector, HH Sheikha Mozah bint Marwan Al Maktoum is taking
a practical approach to nurture the next generation of talented through
Shehana, (the association she established in October 2019).
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The association aims to open doors for young Emirati women
who are looking forward to forge their own careers in the UAE
aviation industry, says HH Sheikha Mozah, who is renowned as
the UAE’s first Emirati from the royal family who takes up a post
as a commercial female pilot and the first woman to join the Dubai
Police Air Wing as First Lieutenant Pilot.

HH Sheikha Mozah says, “Shehana is my brainchild, birthed
from my deep passion for flying and my commitment to lead
and offer opportunities for those who are ambitious to join the
domain of aviation”. She explains, “As the founder of Shehana, I
try to take every convenient opportunity to share with the public
and benefit them from my endeavour to achieve the best possible
results in my industry.

HH Sheikha Mozah adds, “Thankfully, the empowerment of the
women is a vital aspect in the United Arab Emirates. We live in a
country where every young girl can dream of becoming a pilot, an
astronaut or a scientist, and all those options are available with no
barrier to entry - just a warm welcome for a positive contribution
to our continuously thriving nation”.

Yet, as HH Sheikha Mozah tells it, her own experience as a young
aspiring aviator was dramatically different and far more challenging.

“When I began pursuing my dream of becoming a pilot, it
became immediately clear to me that in order to succeed, I would
not only have to work really hard, but I should also be ready to
confront the reality of proving the significant female position in
the aviation industry,” she explains.

“However, I was the youngest student in my class, surrounded
by more experienced colleagues who were very co-operative and
supportive, I built my own character and achieved my goals
successfully. Becoming a pilot is just one step into a direction where
the destination is still overly crowded with challenges that I could
overcome by my enthusiasm and my true passion towards my field.

Since my early childhood, I grew up with a dream of becoming
a pilot. I owe an eternal gratitude to the UAE aviation industry
for all the opportunities and potentialities that I obtained and
will obtain while working as a pilot.Our country has mastered
changing the challenges into opportunities and supporting both
male and females to prove themselves without any obstacles .

Hence, let me emphasize that young girls should realise that
if they strongly desire, they can also pursue a career in aviation

In respect to Shehana, HH Sheikha Mozah says, “she wanted
to use her own experience to create a foundation that could hold
the door open for them. Shehana was born from this deep desire
of giving back and fostering the role of the Emirati woman”.

HH Sheikha Mozah says that Shehana has attracted a significant
interest since its launch a little over 12 months ago, despite the
challenges caused by the Covid-19 global pandemic in 2020.

Since my early childhood, I grew up with a dream of
becoming a pilot. I owe an eternal gratitude to the UAE
aviation industry for all the opportunities and potentialities
that I obtained and will obtain while working as a pilot. , ’

HH Sheikha Mozah bint Marwan Al Maktoum

“The association is still in its infancy, and despite the setbacks of
the pandemic which has heavily impacted the aviation industry, we
have been able to take this time to work on advocacy, participating
in events in both physical and virtual procedures in order to spread
the message of inclusion of more women in the industry. We are
also working on strategic partnerships to help bring our long-term
vision to life,” she explains.

HH Sheikha Mozah says, “The UAE government has been
welcoming and supporting the association’s ambitions by opening
doors through invitation to events that promotes our endeavours
with Emirati youth and across key industry events”.

“This is just the beginning and we are looking forward to forging
strong new partnerships with industry leaders, personalities and
educational institutions. In order to succeed, we need all the
support we can get to amplify our message of opportunity and
inclusion,” she explains.

“The messaging is pretty simple: dream, dream big, dream aviation.
The industry is exciting, innovative, and needs more women. Be one
of them. Shehana is here to guide you, instruct you and help you.”
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UAE Launches Unified
National Tourism Strategy

HH Sheikh Mohammed launched the first federal domestic
tourism campaign, titled “World’s Coolest Winter”, which invites the
public to explore the hidden gems of the seven emirates

is Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,

Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler
of Dubai, has officially launched the UAE Strategy for Domestic
Tourism. The comprehensive scheme aims to regulate the local
tourism sector in a solid collaboration among the relevant local
and federal entities.

In announcing the strategy, HH Sheikh Mohammed also
launched the first federal domestic tourism campaign, titled
“World’s Coolest Winter”, which invites the public to explore the
hidden gems of the seven emirates.

The 45-day campaign, overseen by the Ministry of Economy
in collaboration with local tourism entities, aims to highlight
the major landmarks and attractions that distinguish each
emirate and contribute to promoting the UAE as an international
tourism destination.

HH Sheikh Mohammed reiterated that tourism is an integral
part of the national economy.

“The UAE Strategy for Domestic Tourism marks the
beginning of unifying our efforts and coordinating
our capabilities towards harnessing all of our tourism |
resources in the best possible way... the unified tourism
identity promotes the UAE as a single tourist destination
that shares the same national economy and provides
equal opportunities for UAE youth,” he explained.

“Domestic tourism spending in the UAE stands at 3
AEDA41 billion. With a solid federal collaboration, we &
can double the contributions of the domestic market and
create new opportunities for the small business industries
across the country.”
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Meanwhile, the UAE’s civil aviation sector is posting a strong
recovery from the Covid-19 global pandemic, with air traffic rising
at a rapid rate, according to General Civil Aviation Authority
(GCAA) Director-General Saif Mohammed Al Suwaidi.

In October, the average daily number of aircraft using UAE
airspace reached 1,000, representing a 200% increase compared
to April, when the impact of national lockdowns severely
impacted aviation traffic.

Al Suwaidi told the Emirates News Agency that the negative
impact of the pandemic was “gradually fading away,” due in part
to the efforts made by UAE authorities to limit its effects.
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EVENTS

l.’.E! GCAA Events

High-Flyers -,

A roundup of aviation events Y

w
Ll

-,

(Invitation + Webinar links on the GCAA Social Media)

Aeronnovation Challenge (Virtual) February
ANS Webinar (Virtual) April
IFATCA Conference (Virtual) May
:::I?:;iar: IS:TEI :\(l)i::?o:a;o/uth circle (Virtual/Physical) 12 August
Arab Expert Environment Program (TBC) Q3 2021

GCAA Drone Regulations Exhibition Stall -

Abu Dhabi International Hunting Exhibition (Physical)

19 - 25 September

ATCO Day (Virtual)

20 October

The International Program for Civil Aviation Leaders (TBC) November

Dubai Airshow (TBC)

November

Arab Africa Aviation youth discussion (Physical) November

Saudi International Airshow 2021

16 February, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

MEBAA 2021

22 February, Dubai, UAE

Avalon Airshow 2021

26 February, Geelong Victoria, Australia

World Cargo Symposium

9-11 March, Istanbul, Turkey

IGHC

16-19 May, Prague, Czech Republic

5th Annual, Caribbean Aviation Meetup

15 June, Philipsburg, Netherland

148th Slot Conferences

15-17 June, Vancouver, Canada

Paris Air Show

21 June, Paris, France
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